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Recently1 a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce took place at Maritz-
burg; at which opinions about Indian traders were expressed. In his address
the Chairman said that there had been an increase in the number of Coloured
traders and a decrease in that of white traders. In saying this, the Chair-
man, Mr. Griffin, does not seem to have bothered about the correctness
of his figures. Before asserting that the increase in the number of Indian
traders was alarming, he should have offered precise proof of the increase.
Mr. Griffin further stated that in the rural areas Indians were so well
established that they could send a representative of their own to the
[local] board. This statement, too, is as baseless as the earlier one. But
supposing it is true, what is wrong about it? Do not the Indian traders
contribute -to the prosperity of the country? They require protection
quite as much as the European traders. In the course of his speech,
Mr. Griffin also blurted out that the Shops [Early Closing] Act had
proved to be a weapon for crushing the Indians with. Such talk betrays
the fact that the Act is aimed at Indians only. But the funny part of
it is that, though the law was made to crush the Indians, the whites say
that the Indians flourish in spite of it. If this is true, there must be some
innate merit in the Indian. What then is to be gained by wasting time in
finding fault with the Indian instead of learning from^him?

[From Gujarati]
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482. LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI*

[s. S. ARMADALE CASTLE,
Before October 20, 1906']

CHI.  RAMDAS,

I must now get your letters.

MOHANDAS

RAMDAS GANDHI
Indian Opinion
PHOENIX, NATAL

From the Gujarati original in Gandhiji's hand: Courtesy : Shrimati Sushilabehn
Gandhi.

1 On October 2, 1906
2 See photograph facing p. 472*